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We Believe in Jesus & the Holy Spirit1 
  

 

 “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”
2
 

 

-Jesus- 

 

The identity of Jesus is at the center of Christianity.  No 

religion
3
 is dependent upon the identity of its founder, but 

Christianity rises or falls on Jesus being fully God and fully man. 

This reality, along with the teaching of the Trinity, is so 

unfathomable from a human point of view that it cannot be a 

human invention. It is the clear teaching of Scripture that 

presents this truth.  "A proper knowledge of Christ's person is 

crucial for understanding his work. If he were not the God-man, 

His work could not have eternal and personal significance for 

us."
4
 The Trinity is indicated in various places throughout the 

Bible.  At the same time God’s word affirms the humanity of 

Jesus.  We will address all of this in this section. 
 

Jesus Christ is Creator 
The Father is clearly active with the Son and the Spirit at 

creation in Genesis. "In the beginning, God created the heavens 

and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and 

darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God 

                                                             
1 Jesus Christ is the true God and the true man. He was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He died upon the cross, the Just for the 
unjust, as a substitutionary sacrifice, and all who believe in Him are justified on 

the ground of His shed blood.  He arose from the dead according to the 

Scriptures. He is now at the right hand of Majesty on high as our great High 

Priest. He will come again to establish His kingdom, righteousness and 
peace.(Item #2 C&MA Statement of Faith) 
2 John 8:58 ESV 
3
 Defining religion as a system whereby humans attempt to reach God through person effort and 

actions intended to please him. 
4 Paul Little, Know What and Why you believe, Worldwide Publications, Minneapolis. MN, 1980, 

p.64 
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was hovering over the face of the waters. And God said, 'Let 

there be light,' and there was light." (Genesis 1:1-3 ESV) 

We have already addressed the attributes of God.  Here we 

turn our attention to the identity and nature of the Son.  The 
teaching on the Trinity of necessity rests upon the fact of the 

deity of all the persons of the Godhead. 

The fact that Jesus is identified as the maker of all things in 

throughout the Bible is indication of his divinity. The Apostle 

John states: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 

God. All things were made through him, and without him was 

not anything made that was made." (John 1:1-3 ESV)  Also the 

writer of Hebrews tells us, “but in these last days he has spoken 

to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, 

through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of 

the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 

upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making 

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 

on high." (Hebrews 1:2-3 ESV) 
 

The deity of both Father and Son is seen in Psalm 45:6-7 

and 110:1 in the dialogue within the Godhead. In Psalm 45:6-7, 

God the Father speaks to the Son saying, “Your throne, O God, 

is forever and ever. The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of 

uprightness; you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness. 

Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of 

gladness beyond your companions.” This is quoted in Hebrews 

1. Psalm 2:7; 2 Samuel 7:14; and Psalm 104:4 are also cited in 

Hebrews 1 where we read:  
  

Hebrews 1:5-8  

For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

 “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me 

a son”? And again, when he brings the firstborn into the 

world, he says, “Let all God's angels worship him.” 

 Of the angels he says, 

“He makes his angels winds,  and his ministers a 

flame of fire.”  But of the Son he says, 

 “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
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the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your 

kingdom.”  (ESV) 
 

Clearly, these passages attribute deity to the Son.  Jesus also 

indicated in the Gospel that he understood his own identity 

according to the words recorded by John:  
 

But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to 

say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, 

but I do know him and I keep his word. Your father 

Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it 

and was glad.” So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet 

fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” Jesus said 

to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, 

I am.” So they picked up stones to throw at him, but 

Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.  (John 8:55-

59 ESV) 
 

Here Jesus has taken the name that had been told to Moses in 

Exodus 3:14 as the name of God and applies it to him-self.  That 

the religious leaders understood what Jesus was saying is made 

clear by their action of preparing to stone him for what they 

considered to be blasphemy.  
 

Another passage of scripture found in Philippians 2 

specifically describes the humility with which Jesus entered this 

world: 
 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 

Christ Jesus, 
6
who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
7
but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of men. 
8
And being found in 

human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 

to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
9
Therefore 

God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 

name that is above every name, 
10

so that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, 
11

and every tongue confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 

2:5-11 ESV) 
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There are several things to notice in this passage:  First, the word 

form. The original Greek word is morphe means “the set of 

characteristics which constitutes a thing.” It denotes the genuine 
nature of a thing. The word that might have been used in Greek 

is schema which has the idea of shape or superficial appearance.  

But Paul, a very well trained Old Testament Jewish scholar who 

studied under the best teachers of his day, chose the word 

morphe to describe Jesus and not the Greek synonym schema.   

This is an extremely powerful statement.    Second, he uses the 

Greek word isa, which means equality.  Isa Theos  means 

“equality with God.” As in “Jesus did not count equality with 

God….”  Paul and the early church taught and believed that 

Jesus is equal with God.  Jesus then emptied himself eauton 

ekenosen; meaning he actively through self-denial stepped down 

from the throne and willingly laid aside his position as God and 

became the Son of man, like we; except he, without sin.  The 

whole point of this passage is that Jesus is the perfect example of 

someone who purposefully chose to deny himself for the benefit 

of others. There really is no way in Greek to say this any 

stronger.  In fact this is stated more strongly and clearly in the 

original language than we can say it with English words.  Jesus 

is God.  
Some

5
 have made too much of the word "emptied" kenosis 

in verse 7.  While it is difficult to explain how Jesus had such 

attributes as omnipresence while in a human body; the correct 

                                                             
5
 The kenosis theory states that Jesus gave up some of His divine attributes while He was a man 

here on earth. These attributes were omniscience, omnipresence, and omnipotence. Christ did this 
voluntarily so that He could function as a man in order to fulfill the work of redemption. This view 
was first introduced in the late 1800s in Germany with Gottfried Thomasius (1802-75), a Lutheran 
theologian. Phil. 2:5-8 does not teach that Jesus gave up any of His divine attributes since it says 
nothing of those attributes. Instead, it is speaking of His humility that moved him, according to the 
will of the Father, to leave His majestic state in heaven and enter into the humble position of 
human nature. 
There is, however, a problem the orthodox must deal with that the Kenosis theory seems to more 
adequately address. Take Mark 13:32 for example. In it, Jesus said, "But of that day or hour no one 
knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone." If Jesus knew all things, 
as is implied in His divine nature, then why did He not know the day or hour of His own return. A 
possible answer is that Jesus cooperated with the limitations of humanity and voluntarily did not 
exercise His attribute of omniscience. He still was divine but was moving and living completely as a 
man.  (Italics mine)  http://carm.org/kenosis 

http://carm.org/dictionary-jesus
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Phil.%202.5-8
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Mark%2013.32
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doctrine is the Hypostatic
6
 Union--that Jesus is both fully God 

and fully man and did not give up any divine attributes while as 

a man on earth. Paul stated in another letter: "For in him the 

whole fullness of deity dwells bodily." (Colossians 2:9 ESV).  

Jesus emptied himself with regard to humility, yet not to the 

extent that he was any less than fully God.  Athanasius put it this 

way:  
 

The Word was not hedged in by His body, nor did His 

presence in the body prevent His being present elsewhere as 

well. When He moved His body He did not cease also to 

direct the universe by His Mind and might...being the 

Word, so far from being Himself contained by anything, He 

actually contained all things  Himself. In creation he is 

present everywhere, yet is distinct in being from it; 

ordering, directing, giving life to all, containing all, yet is 

He Himself the Uncontained, existing solely in His Father. 

As with the whole, so also is it with the part. Existing in a 

human body, to which He Himself gives life, He is still 

Source of life to all the universe, present in every part of it, 

yet outside the whole; and He is revealed both through the 

works of His body and through His activity in the world... 

A man cannot transport things from one place to another, 

for instance, merely by thinking about them; nor can you or 

I move the sun and the stars just by sitting at home and 

looking at them. With the Word of God in His human 

nature, however, it was otherwise. His body was for Him 

not a limitation, but an instrument, so that He was both in it 

and in all things, and outside all things, resting in the Father 

alone. At one and the same time—this is the wonder—as 

Man He was living a human life, and as Word He was 

sustaining the life of the universe, and as Son He was in 

constant union with the Father. Not even His birth from a 

virgin, therefore, changed Him in any way, nor was He 

defiled by being in the body. Rather, He sanctified the body 

by being in it. For His being in everything does not mean 

                                                             
6 From the Greek word translated "subsistence" hypostasis meaning "being."  This word is used in 

the Chalcedonian definition.  The two natures of Christ occur in one Person and one Subsistence. 
It simply means that the union of Christ's human and divine natures occur in one being. 
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that He shares the nature of everything, only that He gives 

all things their being and sustains them in it. 
7
  

  
As with the doctrine of the Trinity, so also it is with the 

God-man Jesus.  It is a subject that has been discussed for 

centuries with various explanations.  Some of those 

explanations have been helpful; some have been simply 

inaccurate.
8
 Somehow Jesus was fully man, accepting apparent 

limitations, while at the same time lacking nothing that would 

make him fully God.  From our perspective to be human is to 

have limitations, but to be God is to be unlimited. Perhaps, the 

way to understand this is that Jesus operated according to self-

imposed limitations.  Thus he did not always exercise all the 

powers at his disposal (see Mark 13:32).  As with all his 

attributes he was able to exercise his Omni-presence because 

he was God in a corporeal body without compromising 

authenticity of his humanness. Ultimately, this becomes a 

matter like the Trinity.  We believe the truth, though we cannot 

fully understand or explain it.    

Some have said that we misunderstood Jesus. They say that 

Jesus never claimed to be God.  The challenge with this view is 

that in passages like John 8 above and John 19:7 “The Jews 

answered him, ‘We have a law, and according to that law he 

ought to die because he has made himself the Son of God.’”  

(John 19:7 ESV) tell us that this is what brought Jesus into conflict 

with the religious authorities and ultimately led to his death.  If 

Jesus really wasn’t claiming to be God all he needed to do was 

say they had misunderstood him.  But he did not do that.  He 

could not do that because it would have been to deny the reality 

of his identity. 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
7
Athanasius, On the Incarnation, SVS Press, St Vladimir's Orthodox Theological 

Seminary, Crestwood, NY 1982. p. 45-46 
8
Ebionism, Arianism, Unitarianism, Apollinarianism, Nestorianism, and Doecitism, in no 

particular order to name just a few. 
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Jesus is True Man  

While we need to understand Jesus as fully God, it is 

equally important that we understand him to be fully human just 

as many passages
9
 such as this one in Hebrews teach:   

 

For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the 

offspring of Abraham. Therefore he had to be made like his 

brothers in every respect, so that he might become a 

merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to 
make propitiation for the sins of the people. For because he 

himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those 

who are being tempted.  (Hebrews 2:16-18 ESV)  
 

Jesus Identity Required the Virgin Birth 
A logical question is, “Was the virgin birth necessary? If so, 

why?”  Jesus was fully human.  As we just read, it was necessary 

for our sake that he was fully human in order to represent 

humanity on the cross.  
   

Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he 

himself likewise partook of the same things, that through 

death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, 

that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of 

death were subject to lifelong slavery.  (Hebrews 2:14-15 

ESV) 
 

Born of a Woman - Though conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

Jesus otherwise entered the world like every other person.  
 

But as he considered these things, behold, an angel  

 of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 

 “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as  

 your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from 

 the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall 

 call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 

 their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the  Lord 

had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall 

                                                             
9 Ge 3:15; Mt 1:18 born; Mt 4:2 hungry; Mt 8:24 slept; Mt 9:36 compassion; 
Mt 21:13; Mk 3:5 anger; Mk 11:35 wept; Lk 2:40, 52 he grew; Jn 1:14 flesh; 
8:40 perception; Jn 19:28; Jn 4:6 weary; Jn 12:27 troubled. 
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conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 

Immanuel”  (which means, God with us). 
 (Matthew 1:20-23 ESV)  
 

Son had been with the Father and Holy Spirit throughout 

eternity.  But then amazingly Jesus became a man. The God of 

creation became a part of his creation.  He took on flesh and 

bone.  Jesus referred to himself 80 times
10

 in the Gospel as the 

Son of Man.  

Others recognized he was a man. On Pentecost Peter said, 

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man 

attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and 

signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves 

know—” (Acts 2:22 ESV) Jesus was free from the depravity that 

was in the DNA of the human race as a result of the fall of man.  

He was also free from any personal sin.  He experienced the 

typical experiences of humans except without one sin.  (Matt 

4:2; 8:24;  9:36; 21:13; John 4:6 & 19:28) 

 

The Work of Christ  
Jesus’ work is clearly stated in Mark:  “For even the Son of 

Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45 ESV)  In order for Jesus to be a 

substitutionary sacrifice on our behalf it was required that he be 

sinless and perfect.  His innocence is indicated by his challenge: 

“Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do 

you not believe me?”  (John 8:46 ESV) 

"For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made 

sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made 

righteous." (Romans 5:19 ESV) 

“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, 

save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this 

hour.  (John 12:27 ESV) 

"And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this 

house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man 

came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:9-10 ESV) 

 

                                                             
10 Mt 8:20; 9:6; 20:28; 16:13 Mk 14:62; Lk 18:8; Jn 1:51; 6:53; 12:23; Rev 1:13. 
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Jesus Defeated Death  
Something dramatic happened in the experience of those 

first disciples.  They had denied him, run away from him hidden 

in the shadows as he was arrested, tried, sentenced and executed.  

But after that Resurrection Sunday morning things changed 

dramatically.   They saw him die and they also saw him alive 

again.  According to the Bible, Jesus did not remain in the grave.  

Death could not hold him.  “Jesus himself stood among them, 

and said to them, ‘Peace to you!’ But they were startled and 

frightened and thought they saw a spirit. And he said to them, 

‘Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 

See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. 

For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 

have.’”  ( Luke 24:39 ESV)  

Jesus not only appeared to the 11 remaining disciples but he 

also appeared to many others at one time.  Paul records: 
 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 

received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with 

the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on 

the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that 

he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he 

appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, 

most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen 

asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the 

apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 

appeared also to me.   (1 Corinthians 15:3-8 ESV) 
 

It is important to note that the disciples had not 

comprehended that Jesus was be raised from the dead.  They 

were not expecting it to happen; which gives great credibility to 

their account.  It is also significant that Jesus appeared to so 

many at one time.  Some skeptics have argued that those who 

claimed they saw Jesus alive imagined it or were hallucinating.  

However masses do not have hallucinations; one person maybe, 

but never 500 at one time.  And at the time of the writing of this 

letter to Corinth there were still many witnesses available. 
 

The Outcome  - Because of the completed work of Jesus Christ 

we have life. “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to 
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you. Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but 

you will see me. Because I live, you also will live." (John 14:18-19 

ESV)  The resurrection is evidence of the completeness and 

effectiveness of Jesus’ work.  In 1 Corinthians Paul stated: "And 

if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still 

in your sins."  (1 Corinthians 15:17 ESV) 

Jesus has made it clear that his being alive is proof of victory 

over the grave.  Thus we celebrate the victory over our greatest 

foe:   
 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 

“O death, where is your victory? 

 O death, where is your sting?” 
(1 Corinthians 15:54b-55 ESV) 

 

Our true home is in heaven.  We are no longer of this world. 

"But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be 

like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to 

subject all things to himself."  (Philippians 3:20-21 ESV)  
 

 

He Ascended - After Jesus had been with the disciples 40 days 

he was taken up into a cloud. "And when he had said these 

things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud 

took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into 

heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 

robes, and said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 

heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, 

will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’”  
(Acts 1:9-11 ESV) 

 

Currently, Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

Paul reminds us:  "and what is the immeasurable greatness of his 

power toward us who believe, according to the working of his 

great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from 

the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 

far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 

above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 

the one to come.” (Ephesians 1:19-21 ESV) 
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Thus we are assured in the following verses also: 

 "We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope 

that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, where Jesus 

has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high 

priest forever after the order of Melchizedek."  (Hebrews 6:19-20 

ESV)  
 

"For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, 

which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to 

appear in the presence of God on our behalf.”  (Hebrews 9:24 

ESV) 
 

 "My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you 

may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with 

the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”  (1 John 2:1 ESV)  
 

The Deity of the Holy Spirit is affirmed in various passages 

throughout the Bible. It is interesting to note that the first person 

who was specifically said to be filled by the Spirit of God is not 

in the New Testament but rather is found in the Old.  He is 

Bezalel. “See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son 

of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and I have filled him with the Spirit 

of God, with ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all 

craftsman-ship, to devise artistic designs, to work in gold, silver, 

and bronze, in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, to 

work in every craft.”  (Exodus 31:2-5 ESV) This passage speaks of 

the activity of the Holy Spirit of God during the days of Moses.  

There are several other passages which equate the Spirit with 

God. They include Exodus 31:3; Judges 3:10; Isaiah 11:2; 42:1; 

61:1.  
 

There are also, of course, New Testament passages which 

state that the Holy Spirit is God.  Here are a few: First, when 

Ananias lies about his offering, Peter's response recognizes the 

Holy Spirit is God.  
 

“Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy 

Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of 

the land? While it remained unsold, did it not remain your 

own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? 
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Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? 

You have not lied to man but to God.”  (Acts 5:3-4ESV) 
 

It is the Holy Spirit who performs the works of God as he 

convicts the world of sin.  John 16:8 states, “And when he 

comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and 

righteousness and judgment.”  It is also the Holy Spirit who 

regenerates and gives new life. “The wind blows where it 

wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it 

comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born 

of the Spirit.”  (John 3:8 ESV) 
 

Believers are God’s temple, where his Spirit dwells: “Do 

you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit 

dwells in you? If anyone destroys God's temple, God will 

destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple.” 
(1 Corinthians 3:16-17 ESV) 

 

We have already mentioned other passages that speak of the 

Trinity such as: Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14. There is 

also in the greeting found in 1 Peter 1:2 where the Spirit is 

placed equal to God the Father and God the Son: “according to 

the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the 

Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his 

blood.”   
 

Conclusion 
Christianity stands upon the fact that Jesus is the God-man.  

He was and is fully God and fully man.  Though he is often 

referred to as the second person of the Trinity he is co-equal with 

God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.  It is important that 

Jesus was both God and man.  As God he was able to come and 

live a perfect life and show us the true nature of God.  As man he 

was able to stand in our place accepting the penalty that we 

deserved.   

 

The scripture also indicates many times that the Holy Spirit is 

God.  It is the Holy Spirit who comes to indwell the believer 

regenerating them for true transformation through divine power.  
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We will discuss the work of the Holy Spirit in sanctification of 

the believer in a future section.  

These materials were created and compiled by Rev. Bruce A. Overstreet, 
D.Min., for training in the C&MA Statement of Faith. 

 


